to the people of Austria, who would by these
channels approve his policy as emphatically as did,
for example, the inmates of the concentration camp
of Dachau in 1934.

The dictatorial use of the democratic machinery
was first developed in the war of 1914-18. Propa-
ganda ministries wielded emergency powers to im-
part orthodox information, ideas, and feelings and
to stamp out other views. Modern dictatorships
were always well aware of the use of war methods
in their home policy. They constantly referred to
their activities in military terms, and they justified
their arbitrary powers by keeping up a state of war-
like emergency, real or imaginary.

This mechanism of modern dictatorship seems
obvious to any observer who is out of sympathy with
the reigning party. If he cares little for either Com-
munism or Fascism, the similarity of the various
Party dictatorships will seem equally obvious to
him. The non-Communist reader will, therefore,
be deeply struck by Mr. and Mrs. Webb's account1
of the political system of the U.S.S.R., which conveys
a very different impression. On close examination
of the book he will find the following explanation of
the discrepancy.

The authors trace the main outline of the political
system by presenting its legal structure and its
most patent facts. Accordingly, they draw a
monumental picture of its public life, which em-
braces the young and the adult at work and at leisure,
operating throughmillions of meetings atd discussions,

1 Soviet Communism : a New Civilization ? By Sidney
and Beatrice Webb. 2 vols. (Longmans, Green, p.
1174. 35s.)
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